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Teaching Archeology

 __________________

Evidence-based Answer Key

Every Map Tells a Story
Question 1.  House, storage building, barn, garage, dog house, slide, store, etc.
Question 2.  It is a neighborhood, or farm. There are (or are not) many people living in this area. 
Question 3. People eat and sleep in this location. People farm and grow food here. People play here. 
Workplaces? 
Question 4. Depends on the map. Make note of  use of  street names, business or institution names
Question 5.  Depends on the map.
Question 6.  Ask the map’s creator. Look at a different map. Go visit the actual location.

Early Explorers, Plants, and Primary Sources
Questions 1-8. 

Account 
#

Who Wrote 
this

Account?
Date(s) Location People and 

Places Plants Inferences

1

The Gentle-
man of  
Elvas

1539-
1543

Parkin, 
AR

They built houses 
on higher, dry 
ground; stored 
food in their 
houses; cultivated 
open fields & 
groves of  trees. 

Walnuts, mul-
berry, plums 
(red and grey), 
and other 
trees.

The Indians cleared 
fields to plant trees for 
food; they stored nuts 
for later use; they ate 
walnuts, mulberry, and 
plums.

2

The Gentle-
man of  
Elvas

1539-
1543

North-
central 
AR

People lived at 
the base of  a 
mountain near a 
river/in a river 
valley; they grew 
the “three sisters” 
and stored corn.

Maize (corn), 
beans, pump-
kin.

The Indians had a 
surplus of  food; they 
located their town in 
a place well-suited for 
agriculture.

3

Henry 
Joutel

1687 Village 
of  
Osotuoy, 
AR

Men, women, and 
children greeted 
them; the Indians 
smoked tobacco; 
the fields were 
plentiful produc-
ing 2-3 crops 
per year, they 
made tamale-like 
and persimmon 
breads;

Corn, beans, 
watermelon, 
pumpkin, to-
bacco, peaches, 
plums, nuts, 
persimmon, 
mulberries, 
grapes, fruits 
he didn’t know 
the name of.

The Indians were 
welcoming and fed the 
travelers well; their 
food was plentiful; 
the Europeans didn’t 
always know what the 
food plants were, the 
fields were abundant 
with crops.

Question 9. Indians were practicing agricultural production and gathering wild plants  in the 16th and 17th century. 
They had large agricultural fields.
Question 10. They were growing corn, beans, and pumpkins in both the 16th and 17th centuries. They were gather-
ing wild plant foods at both times too.
Question 11. The later account includes additional food not in the earlier account such as watermelon and peaches - 
introduced by Europeans (as well as tobacco, persimmon, and grapes).
Question 12.  A typical meal during early colonization would be smoked meat, bread made out of  corn and/or beans, 
beans, pumpkin, and fruit like plums, persimmons, or peaches.
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