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State Archeologist

Arkansas Archeological Survey
2475 North Hatch Avenue

Fayetteville, AR 72704
479-575-3556

www.uark.edu/campus-resources/archinfo/

University of Arkansas, Fayetteville
Dr. George Sabo III, Station Archeologist
2475 N. Hatch Ave., Fayetteville, AR 72704
Phone: 479-575-6375; email: gsabo@uark.edu

University of Arkansas, Fort Smith
Mr. Tim Mulvihill, Research Assistant
P.O. Box 3649, Fort Smith, AR 72913-3649
Phone: 479-788-7812; email: tim.mulvihill@uark.edu

University of Arkansas, Pine Bluff
Dr. John H. House, Station Archeologist
Mail Slot 4814, UAPB, Pine Bluff, AR 71601
Phone: 870-535-4509; email: jhhouse603@yahoo.com

University of Arkansas, Monticello
Dr. Marvin D. Jeter, Station Archeologist
Box 3087, UAM, Monticello, AR 71656-3087
Phone: 870-460-1290; email: jeter@uamont.edu

Winthrop Rockefeller Institute, Morrilton
Dr. Leslie (Skip) Stewart-Abernathy, Station Archeologist
WRI, Petit Jean Mtn., 1 Rockefeller Dr., Morrilton, AR 72110
Phone: 501-727-6250; email: sstewartabernathy@uawri.org

Arkansas State University, Jonesboro
Dr. Juliet Morrow, Station Archeologist
ASU-Jonesboro, P.O. Box 820, State University, AR 72467
Phone: 870-972-2071; email: jmorrow@astate.edu

Henderson State University, Arkadelphia
Dr. Mary Beth Trubitt, Station Archeologist
P.O. Box H-7841, HSU, Arkadelphia, AR 71999-0001
Phone: 870-230-5510; email: trubitm@hsu.edu

Southern Arkansas University, Magnolia
Dr. Jamie Brandon, Station Archeologist
P.O. Box 9381, Magnolia, AR 71754-9381
Phone: 870-235-4230; email: jbrando@uark.edu

Blytheville Research Station
Dr. Claudine Payne, Station Archeologist
2520 Friday Spur, Blytheville, AR 72315
Phone: 870-532-9104; email: cpayne2@sbcglobal.net

Toltec Mounds Archeological State Park
Dr. Jane Anne Blakney-Bailey, Station Archeologist
490 Toltec Mounds Road, Scott, AR 72142-9212
Phone: 501-961-2420; email: jblakney@uark.edu

Parkin Archeological State Park
Dr. Jeffrey M. Mitchem, Station Archeologist
P.O. Box 241, Parkin, AR 72373-0241
Phone: 870-755-2119; email: jeffmitchem@juno.com

The Survey’s mission is to study Arkansas’ past, 
to preserve and manage information about 
archeological sites, and to share what we learn 
with the people of Arkansas. Contact your near-
est Research Station for more information.

The Survey encourages interested individuals 
and groups to list local historic cemeteries in 
the state site files. This will help with research 
and preservation. Site forms are available on our 
website: 

www.uark.edu/campus-resources/archinfo/
forms.html

Contact the nearest Survey Research Station  
or the Coordinating Office in Fayetteville for  
advice on filling out and submitting the forms.

Dr. Ann M. Early
State Archeologist

2475 North Hatch Avenue
Fayetteville, AR 72704

479-575-3556
amearly@uark.edu
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The Arkansas Archeological Survey
A Division of the University of Arkansas System
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How-to Books & References Case Studies & Guides Organizations & their Websites National Register Information

Doing Research & Gathering 
Cemetery Information

Of the many “how-to” and reference books 
available, these are especially useful for  
Arkansas.

1.  Grave Concerns: A Preservation Manual 
for Historic Cemeteries in Arkansas.  Pre-
pared by the Arkansas Historic Preservation 
Program. 

This manual is posted on the AHPP 
website, where it can be downloaded  
and printed free of charge:  www. 
arkansaspreservation.org/publications/

Also available through a link on the 
State Archeologist’s Page at the Arkansas 
Archeological Survey website: www.uark.
edu/campus-resources/archinfo/statearch.
html

2.  Your Guide to Cemetery Research, by 
Shannon Debartolo Carmack. Betterway 
Books, Cincinnati, Ohio (paperback).

Available new or used at www.amazon.
com for about $12.00–$15.00. 

This is a wide-ranging guide to finding, 
recording, studying, and caring for grave-
yards. It also introduces the reader to  
funeral and burial customs, art and  
aesthetic values in cemetery monuments, 
and many other topics.

There are hundreds of books about cemeteries 
from all perspectives: art, aesthetics, religion, 
history, cultural heritage, mortuary practices, 
and more. These are just a few relevant titles.

Stories in Stone: A Field Guide to Cemetery Sym-
bolism and Iconography, by Doug Keister. 2004. 
Gibbs Smith Publishers. $24.95  (paperback) 
www.gibbs-smith.com/

Two Historic Cemeteries in Crawford County, 
Arkansas, edited by Robert C. Mainfort, Jr. and 
James M. Davidson. 2006. Arkansas Archeo-
logical Survey Research Series 62. $30.00. Send 
requests to archpubs@uark.edu or call 479-575-
3556.

Gone to a Better Land: A Biohistory of a Rural 
Black Cemetery in the Post-Reformation South, 
edited by Jerome C. Rose. 1985. Arkansas Ar-
cheological Survey Research Series 25. $12.50. 
Send inquiries to archpubs@uark.edu or call 
479-575-3556.

Mapping and Documentation of Three Historic 
African-American Cemeteries, Helena, Phil-
lips County, Arkansas, by Kathleen H. Cande, 
Michael M. Evans, and Jared S. Pebworth. 1999. 
Arkansas Archeological Survey. Contact the 
State Archeologist, Dr. Ann Early: amearly@
uark.edu or call 479-575-3556.

Texas Graveyards: A Cultural Legacy, by Terry 
G. Jordan. 1984. University of Texas Press. 
$19.95 (paperback)  www.utexas.edu/utpress/

Note: Book prices do not include  
shipping or sales tax

1.  The Association for Gravestone Studies is 
the oldest and largest organization devoted to the 
study and care of cemeteries. They publish many 
small booklets about cemetery care and recording, 
and their annual conference features workshops on 
cemetery conservation, plus presentations, discus-
sions, and tours.   www.gravestonestudies.org

2.  National Center for Preservation Technology 
and Training. This branch of the National Park 
Service offers training seminars and workshops in 
cemetery monument conservation. www.ncptt.nps.
gov

3.   National Trust for Historic Preservation. 
Cemeteries are one category of site of interest 
to the National Trust. “Preservation of Historic 
Burial Grounds” is available through their website’s 
publications page at www.preservationbooks.org/
index.asp. Search under “religious properties.”

4.  Afro-American Historical and Genealogical 
Society, www.aahgs.org. The Arkansas Chapter is 
AAHGS-ARK, P.O. Box 4294, Little Rock, AR 
72214-4294, email: ttenplewis@aol.com

5.  Preservation of African American Cemeter-
ies, Inc. Tamela Tenpenny-Lewis, President. 
PAAC, Inc., P.O. Box 25923, Little Rock, AR 
72221-5923, 501-425-5578.

6.  Arkansas Humanities Council. Grants are 
made for some cemetery preservation projects. 
Contact council staffmembers Lavona Wilson or 
Lasuandra Williams at lavonawilson@sbcglobal.
net or lwilliamsahc@sbcglobal.net.  Phone: 501-
320-5761. Address: 407 President Clinton Ave., 
Suite 201, Little Rock, AR 72201.

Nominations to the National Register of 
Historic Places require a thorough process 
of research and supporting documentation.

Call Ralph Wilcox, Arkansas Historic 
Preservation Program, Little Rock, AR, at 
501-324-9880 for more information.

Where to begin? If you are looking for infor-
mation about a particular cemetery in your 
local area and need help getting started:

1.  Contact the Arkansas History Commission, 
1 Capitol Mall, Little Rock, AR 72201; 501-
682-6900; www.ark-ives.com

2.  Go to your local or county library, histori-
cal society, genealogical society, or cemetery 
preservation society. (Libraries and historical 
museums can usually put you in touch with 
these groups.)

3.  Consult Arkansas Links: A Comprehensive 
Guide to Genealogical Research in the Natural 
State, by Rhonda S. Norris. 1999. $42.95 (pa-
per). Available at reference libraries. To pur-
chase, contact Arkansas Genealogical Research, 
P.O. Box 1889, Russellville, AR 72811. This is 
a county-by-county guide to various resources 
that would be helpful in tracing the history of 
local cemeteries.


